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descent, so raised ? The reason for this was that the nobles
around me, not appreciating the blessings conferred upon
them thereby, refrained from accepting this office because
of the troubles and difficulties involved therein, and in
order to mortify the ingrate, and punish their egotism, I
considered this appointment to be expedient and advis-
able, for after all, when the head that directs is sound,
the subordinates, whoever they may be, do not much
matter, and Puran Chand has, in fact, proved himself to
be rather an efficient man. He has, for instance, collected
considerably more revenue from the Jagirs than any of
his predecessors. My advise is that he should not be dis-
placed for another three years or so.
Tenthly, that as far as possible, it is better not to take
upon yourself the initiative in war whether fought for the
sake of conquest or of wealth. Pomp and ostentation and
natural warlike talents should not be the basis for foment-
ing disturbances or declaring war, for, verily God does
not approve of it, and "none is our guide except God".
As far as in you lies, you must try to avoid disputes and
enmities, and settle them as they arise, so as to improve
matters. But if you find this futile and the other party
inimical and arrogantly defiant, then there is no other way
left. You should beseech God for His assistance, and
taking the field against the enemy, compel him to obedi-
ence. You should save yourself and your men to the
utmost of your ability, seek the Divine aid for victory
and keep a firm stand in the field.
Eleventhly, that since I reached the age of discretion,
this has been my personal experience that of all the people
of the Deccan, the inhabitants of Burhanpur and Bijapur
are the least trustworthy. In India the inhabitants of
Gujerat and in the Frontier Province, the people of
Kashmir, are considered a bad lot. It is necessary to avoid
them and guard against them, and not believe in what
they say in season or out of season.
Twelfthly, that you should take account of the resources